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News release: Lake Bemidji State Park to
host 100th birthday celebrations

April 6, 2023

Lake Bemidji State Park is celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2023 by hosting a variety of
free and fun activities at the park on April 22 and June 10. Both anniversary celebration
dates are among the four Free Park Days in 2023, when vehicle permit fees are waived at all
Minnesota state parks and recreation areas.

On Earth Day (April 22), visitors can celebrate the park’s birthday by learning about the
history of the park told through historical newspapers at the Visitor Center, enjoying cake
and ice cream, and listening to live music. They can also celebrate Earth Day by joining
other visitors to clean up the park.

On June 10, the birthday celebration continues with a summer picnic, live music and an
Archery in the Parks program. June is also the perfect time of year to explore one of the
park’s feature attractions, the Bog Walk. Visitors can hike the quarter-mile boardwalk to
explore the beauty of a tamarack bog carpeted with blooming showy lady slippers, pitcher
plants, insect-eating sundews and other flowering bog plants.

In 1923, the Minnesota Legislature established Lake Bemidji as a state park. It is the ninth-
oldest of Minnesota’s 66 state parks. The park has served an average of over 198,000 visitors
each year over the last five years (2018-2022) and it’s a fantastic playground any time of the
year. The park offers swimming, boating, fishing, wildlife, birding, hiking, camping, biking,
picnicking, snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing and year-round naturalist-led
programs.

For more information on the history of Lake Bemidji State Park, visit the Lake Bemidji State
Park anniversary page (/state parks/lake bemidji/lake-bemidji-state-park-history.html).

For information on Lake Bemidji State Park in general, including an events calendar with
more details about anniversary celebration programming, visit the park website
(https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state parks/park.html?id=spk00205#homepage).

For more information on Free Park Days, visit the DNR’s Free Park Days page
(https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state parks/free-entrance-days-minnesota-state-
parks.html)or contact the DNR Information Center by emailinginfo.dnr@state.mn.us
(mailto:info.dnr@state.mn.us) or by calling 888-646-6367 between 8a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, or 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday.
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The schedule of anniversary celebration activities includes:
April 22
Earth Day Clean-Up, 10 a.m. to noon

Help with a special Earth Day clean-up in the park. Bring work clothes and meet at the
Visitor Center.

Voices from the Past: The Fight for Lake Bemidji State Park, 1-2 p.m.

Attend a presentation to learn about park history through historical newspapers at the
Visitor Center.

Gifts of the Land: 100th Anniversary Birthday Celebration, 2-4 p.m.

Celebrate the park’s 100th birthday with cake and ice cream and listen to live music at the
Visitor Center.

June 10
Voices from the Past: The Fight for Lake Bemidji State Park, 10-11 a.m.

Attend a presentation to learn about park history through historical newspapers at the
Visitor Center.

Summer picnic sponsored by the Friends of Lake Bemidji State Park, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Bring lawn chairs, non-alcoholic drinks and enjoy a hamburger and hotdog cookout at the
picnic shelter, along with live music.

Archery in the Parks program, 1 p.m.

Get hands-on instruction in shooting a bow and arrow from certified instructors. Meet at the
west picnic area. This program is for ages 8 and older.

Questions?
Call 651-296-6157 or 888-646-6367
Email us: info.dnr@state.mn.us

Sign up for email updates

Email address Subscribe
[ ]
OYOinD

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/2023/04/06/lake-bemidji-state-park-host-100th-birthday-celebrations 2/3


tel:6512966157
tel:888-646-6367
mailto:info.dnr@state.mn.us
https://www.facebook.com/MinnesotaDNR
https://twitter.com/mndnr
https://www.instagram.com/minnesotadnr
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mndnr/
https://www.youtube.com/user/MinnesotaDNR

4/16/23, 2:52 PM Lake Bemidji State Park to host 100th birthday celebrations : Apr 6, 2023 | News release | Minnesota DNR

© 2023 Minnesota DNR | Equal opportunity employer | Data access | Disclaimers,
legal notices and policies | A-Z list

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/2023/04/06/lake-bemidji-state-park-host-100th-birthday-celebrations 3/3


https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/aboutdnr/dataaccess/index.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/aboutdnr/disclaimers_and_policies.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/site_tools/azlist.html
https://mn.gov/portal/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/

